
Mrs Barbara Cracknell 24.9.1925 - 3.5.2020

Mrs Barbara Cracknell has died at the age of 94. Until nine years ago she was a 

faithful member of St Edmund's church although not so regular in the latter 

years.

She was born Barbara Hicklin in Tipton and lived in Dudley all her life until nine 

years ago when we realised her mind was fading and she was becoming a danger 

to herself. After a fall and a spell in hospital, she moved to a Retirement Home 

in Southend on Sea near to her daughter.

It was at the back of St Edmund's church that she met her future husband 

'Crack'. They were members of the AYPA  and after marriage  they became 

stalwarts of the church. She taught in Sunday School and started the Youth 

Club. She ran the Young Wives Group and was a member of Mothers' Union. She 

arranged flowers, helped with cleaning, made cakes and helped run the annual 

Bazaars.

She trained as a teacher, one of the last 2-year trained students, and 

eventually became Head teacher of the new Alder Coppice First School in 

Sedgley.

In later years she and Crack held 'pancake' parties and other church 

celebrations at their home in Oakham. The sudden death of Crack in 1992 hit 

her hard and she never really recovered. 

Her funeral service was held in Southend and at some point her ashes will be 

brought back to St Edmund's Church, the church she loved.

All through her life Barbara was voracious reader and she loved live theatre. 

She especially loved Shakespeare and would read his plays as you and I would 

read a novel. So it is fitting that I end this short piece with a quotation from 

Hamlet:     

'Now cracks a noble heart. Good night, sweet prince,

And flights of angels sing thee to thy rest’


