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Welcome to the Church of 
St Edmund,  

King & Martyr, Dudley 

dŚĞƌĞ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƌĞƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŬŝŶĚ�
ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ��ŶĐĞƐƚƌǇ͘� 
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5HVW�HWHUQDO�JUDQW�WR�WKHP�2�/RUG��DQG�OHW�OLJKW�����������������
SHUSHWXDO�VKLQH�XSRQ�WKHP� 

0D\�WKH\�UHVW�LQ�SHDFH�DQG�ULVH�LQ�JORU\� 

,1�0(025,$0 
129(0%(5 

1st Ann Cynthia Brierley 
2nd Phoebe Stroyd 
 Eleanor May Woods 
6th Elizabeth Howell 
 Ethel May Gillbanks 
7th Geoffrey Spearman 
8th Harry Hickman 
 Rhoda Wareham 
10th Edith Muriel Fletcher 
 Henry Kenyon Neave 
11th May Ethel Degenhard 
 George Yarrold Osborne (Priest)  
 Jack Turton 
12th  Elsie Vanes 
 William Wylie (Priest) 
13th William Wright 
 William Garbett 
14th Eric Ordish 
15th Edith Muriel Fletcher 
17th Ethel Price 
 Joseph Harper 
 Frank William Perry 
 

18th  Edward Wood 
 Edith May Guest 
19th  David Howell 
 Stanley Fielding 
 Donald Round 
20th Arthur Roland Gretton Dodd 
21st Eric Edward Millington 
 Peter Hayes 
22nd Frank William Perry 
23rd John Smart 
24th Patricia Wood 
 Eli Lloyd 
25th Joseph Tromans 
26th Josiah Whitehouse 
 Martyn John Apps 
 William Harries 
27th Sarah Ethel Cliff 
28th Cyril Joseph Matthews 
29th Winifred Roberts 
30th Wilfred Greasley 
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6XVDQ�3ROODFN�0%( 

Whe n yo u go ho m e, t el l t hem of us a nd say,  
“Fo r t he ir to mo rr ow, we g av e o u r today”’. 

 

Those words, composed by John Maxwell Edmonds 
for use on war memorials, have gained a familiar 
place in our Remembrance Sunday observances. 
They are words which prompt us to ask, ‘How do we 
live now, being the survivors, the heirs, and at least 
in some respects the beneficiaries, of the dead 
whose names we remember today?’ 

For some people that is a particularly hard question to be 
asked. There is, as we know, something called ‘survivor guilt’, 
a sad and painful state of mind which finds it hard to come to 
terms with living when others have died. Those who have lost 
friends or relatives or comrades in wars, in accidents, in     
natural catastrophes, in acts of terror, but themselves come 
through physically unscathed, can find themselves bearing a 
different sort of scar. 

But these words are not meant to add to the weight of      
survivor-guilt for those who suffer from it; they are addressed 
to us all. How do we, the living, build a world, fashion a      
society, create a community which is somehow worthy of the 
price paid by the dead? 

Well, one answer is clear: it is not to go back and re-create a 
vanished era, though there are worrying signs today of that 
sort of nostalgia. 

So what is our agenda, a century on from when John Maxwell 
Edmonds wrote his famous words, a century in which the dead 
have never stopped saying, ‘For your tomorrow, we gave our 
today?’  The dead whom we remember today, we say, gave 
their today that there might be a tomorrow worth having. Let’s 
make the ‘tomorrow’ we offer our children a ‘tomorrow’ for 
which they will be grateful. 

�¶Å¶Ã��Å¼º¿ÄÀ¿ʁ��¶²¿�À·��ÀÃ´¶ÄÅ¶Ã 
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5HDGHUV�IRU�1RYHPEHU � 

�����  

�WK���� 0U�)��6KHSSDUG 
����������������0UV�-��)UDVHU 

 

��WK������� 0UV�$��0XOODQH\ 
��������������0U�$��%DLOOLH 

 

��VW������� 0UV�0��0F*UDJKDQ 
��������������0U�0��6LPSVRQ 
��������������3DWURQDO�RI�6W�(GPXQG 

 

��WK������� 0U�6��0DUWLQ 
��������������0UV�-��/DPEHUW 

 

'HFHPEHU��WK��� 0U�0��&OHZV 
��������������0UV�-��)UDVHU 
 

,QWHUFHVVRUV� 
 
�WK��� 0UV�-��/DPEHUW 

��WK�� 0U�0��&OHZV 
��VW�� 0UV�$��0XOODQH\ 
����������� 3DWURQDO�RI�6W�(GPXQG 
��WK�� 0UV�0��0F*UDJKDQ 
 

'HFHPEHU��WK�� 0U�-��+DUFRXUW 

 

7KRXJKW�IRU�WKH�0RQWK 
 
 

tĞ�ĂƐŬ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƚ�ĂƐŝĚĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚŽǁ�ŬŝŶĚŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�

ůŽǀĞ�ƚŽ�Ăůů͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ǁĂǇ�ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ͘�^Ğƚ�ĂƐŝĚĞ�ŚĂƚƌĞĚ��ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƌŬ�
ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌŶĞƐƐ͘�tŚĂƚĞǀĞƌ�ŽŶĞ͛Ɛ�ƌĂĐĞ͕�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ�Žƌ�ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů� 

ďĞůŝĞĨƐ͕�ďĞ�ƚŽůĞƌĂŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌǇ�ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ͘� 
dŚĞ�ǁŽƌĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƚĞ�DW͕ �^ŝƌ��ĂǀŝĚ��ŵĞƐƐ 
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³)RRG��JORULRXV�IRRG�����������³ 
 
 

A IWHU�WKH�2FWREHU�HGLWLRQ�RI�RXU�PDJD]LQH��ZLWK�P\�
DUWLFOH�OHDQLQJ�WRZDUGV�QXWULWLRQ��,�ZDV�DOPRVW����������

LQXQGDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�UHVSRQVH�WR�P\�UROH�DV�D�VHOI�������
DSSRLQWHG�OHDGLQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�IRRG�FULWLF����������
SRVLWLYH��QR�QHJDWLYH��EXW�WKDW�VWDWLVWLF�LV�IURP�RQO\���
UHVSRQVHV�–�2K�VXFK�LV�WKH�SULFH�RI�IDPH� 

���,�PHQWLRQHG�D�IDPRXV�FKHI�RIIHULQJ�VWHDNV�DW�����D�WLPH��EXW�QRZ�
DQRWKHU�UHVWDXUDQW��LQ�/RQGRQ�RI�FRXUVH��LV�SURGXFLQJ�D�JROG�
VSUD\HG�WRPDKDZN�VWHDN�IRU���������<HS�-���������DQG�WKDW�LV�RQO\�
WKH�EDVLF�ZLWK�H[WUDV�OLNH�VLGH�RUGHUV�WR�DGG�RQ�� 

,Q�WKHLU�GHIHQVH��,�GRQ¶W�UHDOO\�FDUH��LW�ZLOO�VHUYH���SHRSOH��������������
7RPDKDZN"�1DWLYH�$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ�ZHDSRQ"�*RLQJ�WR��W¶LQWHUQHW��,�
IRXQG�D�SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�VWHDN��DQG�LW�GRHV�ORRN�OLNH�D�ZHDSRQ��,W�LV�DQ�
RQ-WKH-ERQH�ULE�VWHDN��DSSDUHQWO\�IURP�WKH�OHDVW�XVHG�SDUW�RI�DQ���
DQLPDO� 

5HDGLQJ�D�QHZVSDSHU��RQOLQH��D�µFHOHEULW\¶��YHU\�PLQRU�RQH��YLVLWHG��
KDG�WKH�PHDO��DQG�IHOW�VLFN�WKH�QH[W�GD\��6KDPH��1H[W�WLPH�MRLQ�XV�DW�
7KH�/RGJH�IRU�D�FDUYHU\�OXQFK�DW�������� 

���7KH�VWDUW�RI�WKLV�DUWLFOH�ZLOO�FDVW�\RXU�PLQG�EDFN�PDQ\�\HDUV�WR�WKH�
PXVLFDO�³2OLYHU´�E\�/LRQHO�%DUW��,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�LW�HYHU�DSSHDUHG�DW�
'XGOH\�+LSSRGURPH��DQG�JRLQJ�WR�/RQGRQ�ZDV�FHUWDLQO\�RXW�RI�WKH�
TXHVWLRQ��%XW�LQ�DURXQG������LW�ZDV�PDGH�LQWR�D�ILOP��(YHQ�LI�\RX�
GLGQ¶W�JR�WR�WKH�µSLFWXUHV¶��FLQHPD�WR�WKH�SRVK�SHRSOH��LW�ZDV�������
HYHQWXDOO\�VKRZQ�RQ�WKH�WHOH� 

7KH�PHPRUDEOH�VFHQH�ZDV�LQ�WKH�ZRUNKRXVH��ZKHQ�GR]HQV�RI�ER\V�
ZHUH�WURRSLQJ�GRZQ�WR�EUHDNIDVW��VLQJLQJ�³)RRG��JORULRXV�IRRG´��,Q�
WKH�ILOP�DOO�ZHUH�FOHDQ�FXW�DQG�ZHOO�ZDVKHG��DQG�WKH\�EHPRDQHG�WKDW�
IDFW�WKDW�DOO�ZH�HYHU�KDG�WR�HDW�LV�µJUXHO¶��$ERXW�����\DUGV�IURP�6W�
(GPXQGV�WKHUH�ZDV�D�ZRUNKRXVH�LQ�7RZHU�6WUHHW�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�SDUW�
RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�ZLWK�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�IRU�µ����LQPDWHV¶��QRW�P\�
ZRUGV�EXW�WDNHQ�IURP�ROG�WRZQ�UHFRUGV���7KH�FRQGLWLRQV�WKHQ�PXVW�
KDYH�EHHQ�GUHDGIXO� 
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'LRFHVDQ�3UD\HU�'LDULHV�IRU�6HSWHPEHU�
WR�1RYHPEHU�DUH��DYDLODEOH�DW�WKH�EDFN�

RI�FKXUFK� 

���:KLOVW�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�FDULQJ��D�%,*�7+$1.�<28�WR�WKH������
FRQJUHJDWLRQ�RI�6W�(GPXQGV�DQG�RXU�IULHQGV�IRU�FRQWULEXWLQJ�VXFK�
D�ODUJH�DPRXQW�RI�IRRG�DW�RXU�KDUYHVW�IRU�WKH�IRRGEDQN��$�FDVH�RI�
VXSSO\LQJ�WKH�QHHG\�ZKHQ�WLPHV�DUH�KDUG��DQG�IRU�PDQ\�WKDW�KDUG�
VKLS�LV�QRZ�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�KDSSHQ�ZLWK�WKH�FXWWLQJ�EDFN�RI�8QLYHUVDO�
&UHGLW��:H�UHVSRQG�WR�WKDW�VLWXDWLRQ�ZLWK�RXU�UHJXODU�DSSHDOV�IRU�
WKH�IRRGEDQN�� 

���(QRXJK�RI�P\�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�IRRG�FULWLF�ZLWK�D�ELJ�FKHI¶V�KDW�
�SUREDEO\�ELJJHU�WKDQ�PH��V\QGURPH�EXW�RYHU�WR�P\�FRPPHQWV�
DERXW�WKH�+RXVH�RI�:LQGVRU�–�EXW�PDLQO\�FHQWUHG�DURXQG�WKH�
4XHHQ��1RW�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�YLVLW�:LQGVRU�PXFK�MXVW�ODWHO\��VR�,�KDYH�
WR�UHO\�RQ�WKH�QHZVSDSHU�UHSRUWV��6KH�KDV�EHHQ�UHSRUWHGO\�WROG�WR�
³FXW�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�PDUWLQLV´��%UDYH�RU�VWXSLG�GRFWRUV�–�IDQF\�
WHOOLQJ�D����\HDU�ROG�WR�µFXW�GRZQ¶��7R�TXRWH�WKH�4XHHQ�RI�+HDUWV�LQ�
$OLFH�LQ�:RQGHUODQG�³2II�ZLWK�WKHLU�KHDGV´��7KH�SUHVV�ZHUH��
DOVR�QRW�YHU\�NLQG�ZKHQ�WKH\�HDYHVGURSSHG�RQ�D�SULYDWH�������������
FRQYHUVDWLRQ�SULRU�WR�WKH�&23���FOLPDWH�FRQIHUHQFH��³7KH\�WDON�
EXW�GRQ¶W�GR�������³�3ROLWLFLDQV�WKH�ZRUOG�RYHU�VKRXOG�SD\�DWWHQWLRQ�
WR�WKLV�OLWWOH�ROG�ODG\��/RYHO\�WR�VHH�KHU�DW�$VFRW�5DFHV��HOHJDQW�LQ�
EOXH�FRDW�ZLWK�ZDUP�WULP�FROODU��$�ORQJ�ZD\�IURP�VRPH�RI�KHU�
\RXQJHU�IHPDOH�VXEMHFWV�GUHVVHG�IRU�WKH�ZHDWKHU��QRW��LQ�VLOO\�
GUHVVHV�UHYHDOLQJ�ORWV�RI�OHJ�DQG�RWKHU�ERG\�SDUWV� 

,�WKLQN�VKH�LV�ZRQGHUIXO�–�SLW\�VRPH�RI�KHU�IDPLO\�GRQ¶W�ILW�LQWR�
WKDW�FDWHJRU\� 

/RQJ�PD\�VKH�UHLJQ� 
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WESTONBIRT 2015 

6LQJ�DV�\RX�JR««� 
 
««���DV�*UDFLH�)LHOGV�PHPRUDEO\�ZDUEOHG�LQ�D�¿OP��,�
WKLQN�RI�WKH�VDPH�QDPH��1R��,¶P�QRW�UHDOO\�WKDW�ROG��EXW�,�ZDV�
EURXJKW�XS�RQ�D�GLHW�RI�ZDU�RU��SRVW-ZDU�¿OPV��LQ�D�IDPLO\�ZKR�
ORYHG�WR�VLQJ�DW�WKH�GURS�RI�D�KDW��0DQ\�RI�P\�UHODWLYHV��������
SHUIRUPHG�LQ�ORFDO�DPDWHXU�RSHUDWLF�VRFLHWLHV��VR�RXU�VRFLDO�OLIH�
UHYROYHG�DURXQG�JRLQJ�WR�VHH�SHUIRUPDQFHV�LQ�GUDXJKW\�FKXUFK�
KDOOV��\RXWK�FOXEV��RU�HYHQ�WKH�SUHVWLJLRXV�*UDQG�7KHDWUH����
:ROYHUKDPSWRQ��$Q�HQRUPRXV�JUDPRSKRQH�KDG�SULGH�RI�SODFH�
LQ�RXU�VLWWLQJ�URRP�DQG�ZH�KDG�/3V�RI�DOO�WKH�SRSXODU�VKRZV��–�
6RXWK�3DFL¿F��2NODKRPD��.LVV�PH�.DWH�HWF� 
,�ODWHU�GHYHORSHG�D�ORYH�RI�FODVVLFDO�PXVLF��DQG�,�VDQJ�LQ�WKH�
VFKRRO�FKRLU��FKXUFK�FKRLU��DQG�ODWHU�XQLYHUVLW\�FKRLU�–�ZLWK�
PRUH�HQWKXVLDVP�WKDQ�VNLOO��VLQFH�,�VWLOO�FDQQRW�UHDG�PXVLF��0\�
WULFN�LV�WR�VWDQG�QH[W�WR�D�UHDOO\�JRRG�VLQJHU��OLVWHQ�FDUHIXOO\��
DQG�FRS\�WKHP��7KLV�KDV�ZRUNHG�VR�IDU� 
,Q�)UDQFH�,�MRLQHG�WKH�&KRHXUV�GX�/DXUDJDLV�–�D�ELJ�JURXS�RI�
VLQJHUV�ZKR�PHW�LQ�RXU�WRZQ��7KH�FRQGXFWRU�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�DQ�
(QJOLVKPDQ��IURP�:LJDQ��ZKR�KDG�OLYHG�LQ�)UDQFH�IRU�PDQ\�
\HDUV��DQG�QHDUO\�DOO�WKH�VLQJHUV�ZHUH�)UHQFK��VR�RI�FRXUVH�WKH�
UHKHDUVDOV�ZHUH�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�)UHQFK��ZKLFK�KHOSHG�P\�JUDVS�
RI�WKH�ODQJXDJH�VOLJKWO\�–�DOWKRXJK�ZH�DOVR�VDQJ�LQ�6SDQLVK��
,WDOLDQ��*HUPDQ�DQG�5XVVLDQ��$�PHPRUDEOH�SHUIRUPDQFH�ZDV�D�
MRLQW�&KULVWPDV�FRQFHUW�LQ�D�WLQ\�FKXUFK�LQ�WKH�%ODFN�0RXQWDLQV�
QHDU�&DUFDVVRQQH��,W�ZDV�D�VQRZ\�'HFHPEHU�HYHQLQJ��DQG�WKH�
FKXUFK�ZDV�SDFNHG�ZLWK�SHRSOH�–�ORFDO�HYHQWV�DOZD\V�ZHOO��
VXSSRUWHG�LQ�)UDQFH��2QH�RI�RXU�SLHFHV�ZDV�WKH�+DOOHOXMDK��
FKRUXV�IURP�+DQGHO¶V�0HVVLDK��DQG�,�VKDOO�QHYHU�IRUJHW�WKH�WKULOO�
RI�VLQJLQJ�LQ�WKLV�ZRQGHUIXO�SODFH��DQG�WKH�UHDFWLRQ�RI�WKH������
DXGLHQFH��ZKR�RI�FRXUVH�VWRRG�DV�RQH�WR�KHDU�WKH�KDOOHOXMDKV� 
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 %DFN�LQ�(QJODQG��,�UH-MRLQHG�'XGOH\�&KRUDO�6RFLHW\��RI�ZKLFK�,�
KDG�EHHQ�DQ�RFFDVLRQDO�PHPEHU��DQG�,�KDYH�HQMR\HG�VLQJLQJ�
LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�ZRUNV�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�YHQXHV��DOVR�XQGHU�WKUHH�
GLIIHUHQW�FRQGXFWRUV���2XU�SUHVHQW�FRQGXFWRU�LV�*DU\�&ROH��D�
QDWLYH�RI�'XGOH\�ZKR�QRZ�OLYHV�LQ�:ROYHUKDPSWRQ��+H�KDV�
KDG�D�SUHVWLJLRXV�FDUHHU�LQ�PXVLF��IURP�VWXG\LQJ�DW��WKH�5R\DO�
&ROOHJH�RI�0XVLF�DQG�(PPDQXHO�&ROOHJH��&DPEULGJH�WR����
UHFRUGLQJ�IRU�FODVVLFDO�PXVLFLDQV�RQ�KLV�RZQ�ODEHO��5HJHQW�
5HFRUGV��+H�DOVR�ZULWHV�PXVLF��DQG�KLV�ORYHO\�FDURO�5RFN�
<RXU�%DE\�WR�6OHHS��ZKLFK�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�IRU�KLV�GDXJKWHU��LV�
MXVW�RQH�RI�WKH�ZRUNV�ZH�DUH�SHUIRUPLQJ�DW�6W��-DPHV¶V�
&KXUFK��(YH�+LOO��RQ�'HFHPEHU���WK� 
 
7KLV�ZLOO�EH�D�ZRQGHUIXO�RFFDVLRQ�IRU�XV��VLQFH�ZH�KDYH�
PLVVHG�OLYH�SHUIRUPDQFHV�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�\HDU�RU�VR��:H�DUH 
DOVR�VLQJLQJ�*ORULD�E\�9LYDOGL��D�K\PQ�WR�WKH�9LUJLQ�0DU\�LQ�
4XHFKXDQ��D�ODQJXDJH�RI�3HUX��ZKLFK�LV�FKDOOHQJLQJ�EXW� 
WKULOOLQJ���/XOOD\��0\�/LNLQJ��D�EHDXWLIXO���WK�FHQWXU\�(QJOLVK� 
OXOODE\��DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�ZRUNV��2I�FRXUVH�WKHUH�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�
PLQFH�SLHV��FDUROV�DQG�D�FKDQFH�IRU�WKH�DXGLHQFH�WR 
SDUWLFLSDWH� 
1RZ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�RXU�RUJDQLVW��6WHYH�0DUWLQ��SOD\LQJ�K\PQV�
IRU�XV�HYHU\�ZHHN�DW�6W��(GPXQG¶V��ZH�VKRXOG�EH�ZHOO� 
SUDFWLVHG���VR�LI�\RX�HQMR\�VLQJLQJ��FRQVLGHU�MRLQLQJ�'XGOH\�
&KRUDO�6RFLHW\��RU�DW�OHDVW�FRPLQJ�WR�WKH�&KULVWPDV�&RQFHUW��
VR�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�DOO�³VLQJ�DV�ZH�JR´� 
 
-DQH�)UDVHU 



�� 

 

tŝůůŝĂŵ�

   

 ,Q�)ODQGHUV�)LHOGV 

 

    ,Q�)ODQGHUV�)LHOGV��WKH�SRSSLHV EORZ 
         %HWZHHQ�WKH�FURVVHV��URZ�RQ�URZ� 
       7KDW�PDUN�RXU�SODFH��DQG�LQ�WKH�VN\ 
       7KH�ODUNV��VWLOO�EUDYHO\�VLQJLQJ��IO\ 
    6FDUFH�KHDUG�DPLG�WKH�JXQV�EHORZ� 

 
    :H�DUH�WKH�GHDG��6KRUW�GD\V�DJR 

    :H�OLYHG��IHOW�GDZQ��VDZ�VXQVHW�JORZ� 
       /RYHG�DQG�ZHUH�ORYHG��DQG�QRZ�ZH�OLH� 

                              ,Q�)ODQGHUV�ILHOGV� 
 

    7DNH�XS�RXU�TXDUUHO�ZLWK�WKH�IRH� 
    7R�\RX�IURP�IDLOLQJ�KDQGV�ZH�WKURZ 
       7KH�WRUFK��EH�\RXUV�WR�KROG�LW�KLJK� 

       ,I�\H�EUHDN�IDLWK�ZLWK�XV�ZKR�GLH 
    :H�VKDOO�QRW�VOHHS��WKRXJK�SRSSLHV�JURZ 

                                ,Q�)ODQGHUV�ILHOGV�� 

 

-RKQ�0F&UDH����� 

/LHXWHQDQW-&RORQHO�-RKQ�0F&UDH������–����� 
 

-RK�0F&UDH�ZDV�D &DQDGLDQ�SRHW�� 
SK\VLFLDQ��DXWKRU��DUWLVW�DQG�VROGLHU GXULQJ�
:RUOG�:DU�,��DQG�D�VXUJHRQ�GXULQJ�WKH�
6HFRQG�%DWWOH�RI�<SUHV��LQ�%HOJLXP��+H�LV�
EHVW�NQRZQ�IRU�ZULWLQJ�WKH�IDPRXV�ZDU�
PHPRULDO�SRHP��,Q�)ODQGHUV�)LHOGV���
0F&UDH�GLHG�RI�SQHXPRQLD�QHDU�WKH�HQG�
RI�WKH�ZDU� 



�� 

 

 

 

%DUEDUD�&UDFNQHOO 
 

7KH�IDPLO\�RI�%DUEDUD�&UDFNQHOO�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�WKH�
FRQJUHJDWLRQ�RI�6W�(GPXQG
V�IRU�WKH�ZDUP�ZHOFRPH�ZH� 
UHFHLYHG�ZKHQ�ZH�EURXJKW�RXU�PRWKHU
V�DVKHV�EDFN�
KRPH
� 
:H�DOO�KDYH�PDQ\�KDSS\�PHPRULHV�RI�6W�(GPXQG
V�FKXUFK�
DQG�-RKQ�ZDV�FKXIIHG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�ORFDWH�KLV�QDPH�
VFUDWFKHG�RQ�WKH�FKRLU�VWDOOV�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�D�FKRLUER\� 
:H�DUH�VRUU\�ZH�PLVVHG�VSHDNLQJ�WR�VRPH�RI�\RX�DIWHU�WKH�
VHUYLFH��EXW�ZH�KRSH�WR�EH�EDFN�VRPHWLPH�WR�UHPHG\�WKLV� 
7KH�&UDFNQHOO�)DPLO\ 
 

7KLV�\HDU�PDUNV�WKH�FHQWHQDU\�RI�WKH�ILUVW��3RSS\�
$SSHDO�LQ�������IROORZLQJ�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�RI�WKH������
%ULWLVK�/HJLRQ�RQ����0D\�WKDW�\HDU��LW�EHFDPH�WKH�
5R\DO�%ULWLVK��/HJLRQ�LQ������� 
 

�����VDZ�D�FRQWUDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�%ULWLVK�HFRQRP\��������
IROORZLQJ�WKH�*UHDW�:DU��0RUH�WKDQ�WZR�PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�ZHUH�XQHPSOR\HG��
PDQ\�RI�WKHP�GLVDEOHG�YHWHUDQV��DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�JUHDW�QHHG�WR�FDUH�IRU�
WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�VXIIHUHG��ERWK�WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�VHUYHG�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��
7KLV�ZDV�FRPSRXQGHG�E\�WKH�LQIOXHQ]D�SDQGHPLF�ZKLFK�ODVWHG�IRU�WZR�
\HDUV�DQG�FODLPHG��LW�LV�HVWLPDWHG��XS�WR����PLOOLRQ�OLYHV�ZRUOGZLGH��GRXEOH�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�GHDWKV�LQ�WKH�ZDU�LWVHOI� 
 

,Q�WKDW�ILUVW�\HDU�WKH�DSSHDO�UDLVHG�����������ZKLFK�ZDV�VSHQW�WR�KHOS��
YHWHUDQV�QHHGLQJ�KRXVLQJ�DQG�MREV��DQG�WKLV�KDV�QRZ�ULVHQ�WR�PRUH�WKDQ�
���P�DQQXDOO\� 
 

7KH�UHG�SRSS\�LV�D�V\PERO�RI�ERWK�UHPHPEUDQFH�DQG�KRSH�IRU�D�SHDFHIXO�
IXWXUH��DQG�D�UHPLQGHU�RI�OLIH�IORXULVKLQJ�HYHQ�LQ�WKH�GDUNHVW�DQG�PRVW��
LQKRVSLWDEOH�SODFHV��7KH�IORZHULQJ�RI�SRSSLHV�RQ�WKH�EDWWOHILHOGV�RI�������
GHI\LQJ�WKH�GHDWK�DQG�GHVWUXFWLRQ�DOO�DURXQG��LQVSLUHG�WKH�SRHW�-RKQ�
0F&UDH�WR�ZULWH�WKH�QRZ�IDPRXV�SRHP��µ,Q�)ODQGHUV�)LHOG¶��ZKLFK�LWVHOI�
LQVSLUHG�RWKHUV�WR�DGRSW�WKH�SRSS\�LQ�PHPRU\�RI�WKH�IDOOHQ� 
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Story of Stanislaw Plawecki aged 95  
 

DOB: 23.03.26 

Conversation with Stan on 30.09.21 

From the age of around 6 years old I worked out in the fields ploughing and 

looking after cattle.  My Mother was Austrian and my Father was Polish, my 

Mother was good to me but I never got on well with my Father.  I helped my 

Father who worked for a Lord in Laskowa in Poland, I sometimes helped my 

family by making baskets which were exchanged for potatoes to feed us all.  My 

Father used to beat me and my Mother, one time he beat me and chained me 

up, it was so bad that I ran away from home when I was young and lived in the 

woods finding food and odd jobs wherever I could to survive.   

In 1939, I think I was around 13 years old, I was still living in the woods alone 

when I was told by people that they had heard Germans were coming to Poland 

and there was going to be a war.  I was sleeping in a stable with a horse at the 

time.  I was scared so returned home which pleased my Mother but not my   

Father.  Once there was a mortar bomb that landed near me but did not       

explode luckily.  As our village was surrounded by mountains the Germans had 

to travel mainly by motorbikes and sidecars, one day one of our villagers 

pushed a rock & killed a German soldier.  The Germans wanted revenge and to 

find out who did this, they came to our village and started firing guns and killing 

men, women and children.  I hid but was found, they rounded us up and put us 

on a train heading for a camp in Krakow.  The journey was harsh, there was no 

roof on the train & some people were ill or died from frostbite, I got frostbite 

badly but amazingly survived.  At the camp Jews were segregated from us 

Polish, I was taken to work out in a wooded area, men cut down the trees and 

my job was to strip bark from the trees.  

I became a Polish worker for the Germans.  Some Polish men were sent to work 

in German factories making war weapons but they sent me to work & live on 

a farm, the lady of the house was lovely to me, she treated me really well and 

called me her ‘baby’.  She took me to church, gave me enough food and clothes.  

But her 4 sons were all in the SS, when one of them returned home on leave he 

told his Mother she had to stop being so kind to me and stop taking me places 

he also took the push bike off me that she had loaned me. There were other 

Polish & French soldiers who were prisoners and put to work in farms.  I was  
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moved to another farm, the man of the house was away. He worked in the 

German army, they had a 10 year old son who was nice to me.  But one day 

two Gestapo came to the farm house, they beat and kicked me and pushed 

me down into the cold cellar. I feared I would die so I escaped by climbing 

out of a small window, there was a long drop but I managed it and ran 

away.  The Gestapo came after me shooting at me but somehow all of their 

bullets missed me, once again I was lucky to survive.   

I travelled around 80 miles trying to get to safety, I went back to the      

previous farm where the lady had been so lovely to me.  But she was too 

scared to hide me, police had already been round looking for me.  A 

Frenchman who was a prisoner told me to follow the pylons and keep 

walking & I would reach neutral country.  He gave me a blanket, biscuits 

and a drink and told me to only walk at night, I had to cover myself with a 

blanket when I walked or ran so not to be seen.  I walked around 6 nights 

and arrived at Dusseldorf.   

There were Hitler youth everywhere, I was scared and one time I hid from 

them by tying myself to a tree.  I was in the tree for hours, when I got down 

I could barely move, I was stiff and freezing cold.  I met a Polish prisoner 

who was working on a local farm he brought me food, an apple or       

whatever he could spare.  The Polish man told him which direction to get to 

the border and that the guards on the bridge changed at 6pm.  I reached 

the bridge over the Rhine but I couldn’t swim and I was too afraid to cross 

the bridge with all the guards on it so I returned to the farm.  I was weak 

and very tired and ill but eventually I escaped to Italy via Switzerland.  A 

Swiss Guard found me and looked after me, he took me to Basel where I 

was questioned and interviewed before being released to a camp with 

Swiss soldiers.  I began doing tasks for the soldiers, they all had a gun and 

push bikes, I used to clean their bikes and they in turn looked after me.  One 

soldier took me out for a New Year’s Eve dinner which was lovely except I 

was told I was eating cat!  I was paid a wage and had my first bank      

account.  Another soldier took me to work on his farm, a lot of the people 

around there spoke French.  I made friends with a French priest who tried to 

convince me to go to live in a monastery but this was not for me. I got   

involved with French underground and I began supporting the war by being 

a dispatch rider in Italy which was dangerous, I wanted to be a soldier but I 

was too young.   
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One day an American tank swung round while I was on my bike and it 

broke my leg in three places.  I was taken to an American base near Naples 

but my leg did not heal properly.  I was taken to Scotland and a wonderful 

doctor there re-broke and re-set my leg and amazingly I could walk well 

eventually.   

I stayed then in England, I had to learn English, I was sent from Scotland to 

a place called Dudley Port, I expected to see ships, so was surprised to  

discover it was in the middle of England!  I was not an educated man but 

needed to work so I started making handbags in Dudley area.  I lived in a 

lodging with four other young men, we had to sleep on the floor and the 

landlady was often drunk, I ended up catching pneumonia. I got work 

wherever I could, I needed an operation for an appendicitis also and I got 

better from both of these illnesses.  My aunt from America sent me £20 to 

help me get better lodgings.  

I ended up living with the family that became my future wife, Norma and 

my future mother & father-in-law who were all lovely to me. My mother-in-

law used to give us all a little money to go to the local dance and church.  

Norma was in the land army, her Father was Australian and her Mother 

was in the British Women’s Army Core or WAC’s.  I got a job building in 

Digbeth area in Birmingham for a while and was paid £12 per week which 

was a good wage then, this helped us save for our first house. I worked for 

many years at the steel works. When the steel works closed I started my 

own grass cutting business helped with the administration side by my much 

loved wife Norma.   

Norma and I were lucky to have three wonderful children, Michael, our son 

and two daughters, Kathryn (named after my Mother) and Annette.       

Michael has worked in America for many years, they are all successful in 

their lives.  My family were dispersed across the globe after the war, with 

my sisters living in Australia and America. My brother Peter remained in 

Poland after the war.  I now live at Broadway Halls home in Dudley and 

love looking after the garden most days.   

  

Story written by Carrie Jahn, Customer Relationship 

Manager Barchester Healthcare  
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6HSWHPEHU�VDZ�RXU�EUDQFK�MRLQLQJ�ZLWK�6W�)UDQFLV�08�IRU� 
$IWHUQRRQ�7HD�DW�WKH�9LQH\DUG��WKLV�ZDV�D�GHOLJKWIXO�RFFDVLRQ��
GHOLFLRXV�FDNHV��VDQGZLFKHV�DQG�VFRQHV��XQOLPLWHG�WHD�DQG�JRRG�
FRPSDQ\��ZKDW�FRXOG�EH�QLFHU��:H�ZHUH�HYHQ�JLYHQ�EDJV�WR�WDNH�
KRPH�DQ\�OHIWRYHUV� 
 
,Q�2FWREHU�ZH�MRLQHG�WRJHWKHU�IRU�D�PHHWLQJ�LQ�6W�)UDQFLV�FKXUFK��
DQG�WKH�ILUVW�0RQGD\�LQ�1RYHPEHU�ZLOO�EH�WKH�QH[W�RFFDVLRQ� 
7KLV�ZLOO�EH�WKH�ZD\�WR�JR�LQ�IXWXUH��MRLQLQJ�IRU�XQLWHG�PHHWLQJV��
EXW�NHHSLQJ�RXU�RZQ�LGHQWLW\��:KHQ�WKH�ZDUPHU�ZHDWKHU�DUULYHV��
ZH�FRXOG�KDYH�VRPH�PHHWLQJV�LQ�6W�(GPXQG¶V� 
 

2XU�WKDQNV�WR�6U�)UDQFLV�08�IRU�WKHLU�KRVSLWDOLW\� 
 

LQ�$XJXVW��ZKHQ�WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�RSHQ�PRUQLQJ�ZLWK�VSHFLDO� 
IORUDO�GHFRUDWLRQV�WR�KRQRXU�RXU�IRXQGHU��0DU\�6XPQHU��,�IRUJRW�
WR�PHQWLRQ�WKDW�ZH�ZHUH�KRQRXUHG�ZLWK�D�YLVLW�IURP�7KH�08� 
'LRFHVDQ�SUHVLGHQW��-XGLWK�*UXEE��6KH�KDG�D�EXV\�GD\�YLVLWLQJ�
DOO�WKH�FKXUFKHV�WKDW�ZHUH�RSHQ�IRU�WKH�HYHQW� 
 
0RUH�VRFLDOLVLQJ�LQ�WKH�SLSHOLQH��/XQFK�DW�7KH�/RGJH�WRZDUGV�WKH�
HQG�RI�1RYHPEHU��-��LQYLWHG�E\�6W�-DPHV�08�ZKR�DUH�DVNLQJ�DOO�
WKH�'XGOH\�08�EUDQFKHV�WR�MRLQ�WRJHWKHU�DIWHU�WKH�ODFN�RI���������
LQWHUDFWLRQ�GXULQJ�WKH�ODVW����PRQWKV� 
 

,Q�'HFHPEHU��/XQFK�DW�7KH�/RGJH�DJDLQ�RQ�WKH��WK�DV�D� 
'HFHPEHU�&KULVWPDV��PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�6W�)UDQFLV�� 
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7KH�6HDVRQ�RI�WKH�.LQJGRP�LV�WKH�WLPH�EHWZHHQ�$OO�
6DLQW·V�'D\�DQG�$GYHQW��,W�LV��REVHUYHG�DV�D�WLPH�RI�
FHOHEUDWLRQ�DQG�UHIOHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�UHLJQ�RI�&KULVW� 
 

��WK�� $UPLVWLFH�'D\ 
 

��WK� /XQDU�(FOLSVH 

 
1RYHPEHU�XSGDWH� 

 

2QH�RI�WKH�REOLJDWLRQV�ZH�KDYH�IRU�VDIHW\�LV�WR�OHYHO�RII�WKH�SHZ�SODWIRUPV�
ZKHUH�ZH�KDYH�RXU�UHIUHVKPHQWV�DIWHU�FKXUFK�RU�RQ�RSHQ�GD\V��:LWK�WKH�
KHOS�RI�.DWH�$QGUHZ�IURP�WKH�'LRFHVDQ�2IILFH��ZH�DUH�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�JUDQWV�
WR�KHOS�SD\�WKH�FRVW��/XFN\�VR�IDU�WR�KDYH�UHFHLYHG��������IURP�WKH����
5RZODQGV�7UXVW��ZLWK�RWKHU�DSSOLFDWLRQV�SHQGLQJ��7KH�ZKROH�FRVW�ZLOO�EH�
DERXW����������$V�ZHOO�DV�WDNLQJ�XS�WKH�SODWIRUPV��ZH�DOVR�KDYH�WR�KDYH�
DQ�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�GLJ��PRYH�WKH�KHDWLQJ�RQ�ERWK�VLGH�DQG�RWKHU�µWKLQJV¶��
:KR�NQRZV��ZH�PLJKW�HYHQ�ILQG�JROG�EXULHG�D�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�DJR��DQG�
ER\��GR�ZH�QHHG�LW� 
 

)HDVW�RI�6W�(GPXQG��.LQJ�DQG�0DUW\U�IDOOV�WKLV�\HDU�RQ�6DWXUGD\���WK���������
1RYHPEHU��:H�DUH�DZDUH�WKDW�ORWV�RI�SHRSOH�LQ�PDQ\�FKXUFKHV�GR�
QRW�������VXSSRUW�6DWXUGD\�HYHQLQJ�HYHQWV��VR�ZH�VKDOO�UHPHPEHU�6W�
(GPXQG�GXULQJ�WKH�0DVV�RQ�6XQGD\���VW�1RYHPEHU�DW���DP��7KH�
&HOHEUDQW�DQG�3UHDFKHU�ZLOO�EH�RXU�JRRG�IULHQG�)U�0LFKDHO�%DUWOHWW� 
 

,Q������WR�UDLVH�IXQGV�IRU�FKXUFK�ZH�KDG�VSHFLDO��3DWURQDO�HQYHORSHV�VR�
WKDW�HYHU\RQH�FRXOG�JLYH�DQ�H[WUD�GRQDWLRQ�WRZDUGV�RXU�YHU\�GHSOHWHG�
IXQGV��7KHVH�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�RXW�GXULQJ�HDUO\�1RYHPEHU�–�PDNH�VXUH�\RX�
KDYH�RQH�RU�FRQWDFW�PH�LI�\RX�UHDG�WKLV�PDJD]LQH�DQG�ZLVK�WR�GRQDWH� 

-+� 
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 �VW $OO�6DLQWV 
 �QG $OO�6RXOV 
����������WK������6DLQWV�	�0DUW\UV�RI�(QJODQG������������������������������
�������������������DQG�:DOHV 
 ��WK 6W�/HR�WKH�*UHDW� 
 ��WK 6W�0DUWLQ�RI�7RXUV 
 ��WK 6W�(GPXQG��.LQJ�	�0DUW\U 
 ��VW� &KULVW�WKH�.LQJ  
 ��QG 6W�&HFLOLD�-�SDWURQ�VDLQW�RI�PXVLFLDQV 
 ��WK 6W�$QGUHZ�-�SDWURQ�6DLQW�RI�6FRWODQG 

681'$<�6(59,&(6���DP�0DVV 
��� 

 ��WK )U�7RQ\�+XWFKLQVRQ 
��� ��WK�����7%& 
��� ��VW����)U�0LFKDHO�%DUWOHWW 
  3DWURQDO�RI�6W�(GPXQG 
��� ��WK�����)U�-RKQ�2DNHV 
 
7KDQN�\RX�WR�DOO�WKH�FOHUJ\�ZKR�VXSSRUW�XV�RQ�6XQGD\V�

DQG�QRW�IRUJHWWLQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�&HOHEUDWH�RQ�:HGQHVGD\�DV�
ZHOO� 
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��������6DWXUGD\�%RRNV 
 

$�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�QHZ�DQG�VHFRQG�KDQG�ERRNV 
 

���7RZHU�6WUHHW��DW�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�$UFDGH� 
 

2SHQLQJ�WLPHV 
 

0RQGD\��7XHVGD\��7KXUVGD\�	�)ULGD\���SP��-��SP� 
 

:HGQHVGD\�&ORVHG 
 

6DWXUGD\���DP��-���SP 
 

6DWXUGD\�%RRNV��)URP�7LPH¶V�9DVW�6WRUH 
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7KH�5RFN� 
0XVLF 

6SHFLDOLVWV 
 

&DOO�LQ�RU�
XVH�RXU� 

0DLO�2UGHU�6HUYLFH 
 

165 Wolverhampton 
Street 

Dudley 
Tel:  01384 230726 
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&DOO�XV�WRGD\�RQ�������������� 
 

�ŽŵĞ�Θ�ĞŶũŽǇ�ŽƵƌ�ƐƵƉĞƌď�ĐĂƌǀĞƌǇ 
'ƌĞĂƚ�ǀĂůƵĞ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐƐ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇ�ƐƚĂī� 

Θ�ĂŵƉůĞ�ƉĂƌŬŝŶŐ�͘ 
 

dƵĞƐĚĂǇ�ƚŽ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϭϮ�͘ϬϬ� 

dǁŽ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ĐĂƌǀĞƌǇ�ĨŽƌ�ŽŶůǇ�άϭϮ͘ϯϬ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ƚĞĂ�Θ�ĐŽīĞĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ŵŝůŬ�;�ƌĞĂŵ�ϮϱƉ�ĞǆƚƌĂͿ͘����ĚĚ�Ă�ƐƚĂƌƚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�άϰ͘ϬϬ 

 

^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ��ǀĞŶŝŶŐƐ��ĨƌŽŵ�ϳƉŵ 
�ŚŽŝĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞƌ͕�ĚĞůŝĐŝŽƵƐ�ĐĂƌǀĞƌǇ�ĨŽůůŽǁĞĚ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�
ĐŚŽŝĐĞ�ŽĨ�ŚŽƚ�Žƌ�ĐŽůĚ�ĚĞƐƐĞƌƚƐ�ŽŶůǇ�άϭϰ͘ϳϱ 

 

^ƵŶĚĂǇ�ĐĂƌǀĞƌǇ���EŽǁ�ŽƉĞŶ�ƚǁŽ�^ƵŶĚĂǇƐ�Ă�ŵŽŶƚŚ 
DĂŝŶ�Θ�^ǁĞĞƚ�άϭϰ͘ϬϬ�^ƚĂƌƚĞƌƐ�ŽŶůǇ�άϰ͘ϬϬ��dĞĂͬ�ŽīĞĞ�άϭ͘ϲϬ 
 

^ŚŽǁ�ƟŵĞ�Ăƚ�dŚĞ�>ŽĚŐĞ��άϭϵ͘ϬϬ 
dǁŽ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ĐĂƌǀĞƌǇ�ĨŽůůŽǁĞĚ�ďǇ�ĞŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶŵĞŶƚ� 
sĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ĚĂƚĞƐ�Θ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞƌƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�͘ 
 

WƌŝǀĂƚĞ�&ƵŶĐƟŽŶƐ� 
tĞĚĚŝŶŐƐ͕��ŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌŝĞƐ͕��ŝƌƚŚĚĂǇƐ͕�&ƵŶĞƌĂůƐ 
tŚĂƚĞǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶ�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ĐĂƚĞƌŝŶŐ�
Ăƚ�ĂŶ�ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ�ƉƌŝĐĞ͘�KƵƌ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŇĞǆŝďůĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ǁŝůů�
ƚĂŬĞ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌĞƐƐ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶ͘ 
 

�Ăůů�ƵƐ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ĂŶ�ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ǇŽƵƌ� 
ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ͘ 

Ύ�ůů�ƉƌŝĐĞƐ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚ�ƚŽ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ 

6KLSZD\�%URV�&DWHUHUV�/WG 
7KH�/RGJH 
:HOOLQJWRQ�5RDG 
'XGOH\�'<���5' 
ZZZ�VKLSZD\VWKHORGJH�FR�XN� 


