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“Gis a push, mate”
What a wonderful time June 2022 was. Wonderful
because Her most Gracious Majesty Queen Elizabeth
celebrated her Platinum Jubilee. 4 days of wonderful and
varied events shared by us in Dudley, the Commonwealth and millions more throughout the world by the
glory of modern technology – the telly.
This article could become boring if I did everything in
chronological order, so I will do ‘a frog’ (skip about) as I remember
items as they happened.
Glorious for her 70 years of honest and hardworking service; keeping
to the vows she made all those years ago, unlike some of our
politicians who change promises more often than they change their
shirts/blouses, because the various events showed that this 96 year–
old lady is loved by all. When we see on the news other world leaders
(usually dictators) have parades of soldiers rigorously drilled,
marching alongside tanks and ballistic missiles, we have The Queen
(note THE QUEEN) standing on a balcony perfectly turned out in
colourful coats and matching hats and always carrying a handbag!
(Bet you know what’s coming a little later)
And talking about parading soldiers, the first day we saw Trooping of
the Colour in all its pomp and splendour from Horse Guards Parade.
1,500 soldiers; 200 horses; and 400 musicians in perfect time.
The fly-past watched by H.M from the balcony at Buckingham Palace:
Lots of planes including the spectacular Red Arrows, and of course
those wonderful men in their flying machines forming the figures 70 to
the delight of H.M. and THE KIDS!
The Archbishop of York in his wonderful sermon at St Paul’s Cathedral
very clearly described “life as a race set before us”; And in comparing
the Derby at Aintree longer than “a sprint at Epsom”; and pointedly
and without malice “glad you are still in the saddle”. I’m sure she had
a giggle at that. Hundreds of years ago a touchy ruler would have said
“off with his head”.
Saturday night the Platinum Party at the Palace brought out lots of
entertainers to entertain (mostly live) from opera – to rock – to dance
– to poetry – to musicals and so on. But probably the star(s) of the

show were H.M. and Paddington Bear having tea at Buckingham
Palace. Paddington of course being slightly naughty and drinking out of
the tea pot (how unworthy) and then amidst the slight chaos reveals
what he keeps under his hat – a marmalade sandwich. The Queen
opens her handbag and says “I keep mine in here” and from the world
famous handbag produces a marmalade sandwich! Priceless! At the
end of the show more magic when a series of lights appeared over the
big house at the end of The Mall. All was revealed when the
commentator said they were ‘drones’ changing every couple of minutes
to give us corgis, handbag and a tea pot pouring into a china cup!
Now to the final day - Sunday afternoon for the Jubilee Pageant. 70
years in 7 decades following behind open topped buses, each showing
ordinary Brits (and probably others) being themselves and dressing and
performing as they did from the 1950s. Sinclair 3 wheelers; roller
skaters; carnival outfits; daleks; rock and rollers dancing; Dames in
Jags, and Dame Prue Leith’s convertible 1950 open topped Jaguar
breaking down, much to her amusement and joining in the fun with big
laughs; *“Gis a push” (Black Country) the stewards pushing the car and
waving to cheers from the crowds. And so on and so forth. With
approximately 10,000 walking and representing us as we remembered
the clothes and styles from our own eras.
At the end the crowds saw the Royal standard flying at Buckingham
Palace indicating she’s there!
Thousands and thousands slowly moved towards the Big House, hoping
for a glimpse of the star of the show, indeed of the Jubilee; and the
brightest star modestly shining for the whole world to see.
The Mall was crowded – and then in a an almost surreal moment to
huge cheers She appeared with just close family members. Resplendent
in a lime green matching coat and hat (beige handbag) and the military
band played “God Save the Queen”; a simple wave and then she turned
back to the state room probably to have a cup of tea or perhaps a gin
and tonic.
Absolutely wonderful 4 days (and 70 years). What’s next? Perhaps her
100th birthday party?
Rubbish fact bit: there are estimated (not by me) to be over 7,000
languages on the planet: I wonder how many of those speaking in their
native tongues watched the TV for this occasion?
JH.
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